TOWN OF BASS LAKE

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-06-14
Amended 02-14-2022
Amended 06-13-2022

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH PERMITS AND FEES FOR CAMPING IN THE TOWN OF
BASS LAKE, SAWYER COUNTY, WISCONSIN

WHEREAS, on April 20, 2004, Sawyer County established a camping ordinance (Zoning
Ordinance 6.7) allowing Sawyer County Towns to select various options related to camping limitations
within their jurisdiction.

WHEREAS, the Town adopted Resolution # 09-13-04 (the “Resolution”) on September 13, 2004,
selecting Option Three (3) from the Sawyer County camping ordinance as the Town’s camping
restrictions, permitting “camping” on both “lake” and off “lake” lots.

WHEREAS, in order to properly enforce the Town’s selected camping restrictions, the Town
seeks to establish a camping permit requirement as well as fees for the permit and violations of the
camping restrictions.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Board of the Town of Bass Lake hereby ordains as follows:

L. Authority. The Town Board has the specific authority under Sawyer County Zoning
Ordinance 6.7 and the Town’s village powers under Wis. Stat. § 60.22, to adopt and enforce
this Ordinance.

I1. Definitions. All terms in this ordinance shall have the definitions specified in Sawyer County
Zoning Ordinance 6.7.

III. Camping Restrictions. The Town Board adopted camping restrictions by adopting Option
Three and those general provisions set forth in Sawyer County Zoning Ordinance 6.7. These
restrictions are reiterated below and incorporated herein. In the event of a conflict between this
Ordinance and the Resolution, the terms of this Ordinance shall control.

6.7 PLACEMENT OF MAJOR RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT/VEHICLES - “CAMPING” -
TOWN OPTIONS.....

SAWYER COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE

1) Tent camping in dwelling yards is permitted.

2) Walled/screened/roofed additions shall not be constructed onto camping equipment. Commercially
procured camping accessory structures intended for temporary use (i.e., pole framed screen porches and
screen rooms, awnings attached to vehicles and trailers etc.) are permitted.



3) Accessory structures (i.e., decks, gazebos, boathouses, storage buildings etc.) are not permitted on
vacant properties used for camping. Privies/outhouses are allowed with the issue of the appropriate
sanitary permit.

4) The placement of camping equipment shall meet the minimum setbacks that would be required of a
dwelling.

5) Campsites shall be subject to inspection by County and Town Board officials/staff.

6) Driveway permits may be required per Town, County, or State ordinance.

7) Camping by organized groups (i.e., Boy/Girl Scouts, 4-H Clubs etc.) is permitted.

8) Towns may request a change of camping option by submitting a Town resolution to the Sawyer
County Zoning Committee.

9) Towns may assess fees and issue permits at their discretion.

10) Towns may allow individual exceptions to the option selected on a case-by-case basis.

11) Complaints shall be initially addressed by Town officials. If a resolution cannot be obtained by the
Town, the matter shall be brought to the attention of the Zoning and Conservation Department for
enforcement.

12) Existing “camping” shall not be “grandfathered.” All properties shall be in compliance with the
Town’s selected option within 12 months after the adoption of this amendment by the Sawyer County
Board of Supervisors.

13) An emergency 911/Property Address sign shall be obtained.

6.73 OPTION THREE - “CAMPING” PERMITTED ON BOTH “LAKE” AND OFF “LAKE”

LOTS.

1) IMPROVED LOTS — (LOTS CONTAINING A DWELLING)
a) A property owner may store not more than two (2) camping vehicles/trailers on his/her property.
b) The owner(s) of any improved lot in Sawyer County may have overnight guests stay in either
the owner’s or the guest’s camping equipment for up to fourteen (14) days per calendar year. One
guest camping vehicle/trailer will be allowed on any improved parcel for a total of 14 days per
calendar year.
¢) For special events such as family reunions and holiday weekends, up to five (5) major
recreational equipment/vehicles will be allowed on any improved parcel for a period of up to 7
days per calendar year.

2) VACANT LOTS — LOTS THAT DO NOT CONTAIN A DWELLING AND MAY OR MAY NOT
HAVE FRONTAGE ON NAVIGABLE PUBLIC WATERS. Camping is permitted. The following

restrictions shall apply:
(a) Only one campsite per lot shall be allowed.
(b) Camping equipment shall be parked as unobtrusively as possible and screened from roads and
neighboring properties by vegetation.
(c) Wheels shall not be removed from vehicles/trailers.
(d) Vehicles/trailers shall have current license plates displayed.
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